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PASTOR  BRACK’S  RETIREMENT 
 
No doubt you’ve already received the word that Pastor Brack will be retiring from full-time pastoral 
ministry at the end of June, which means he and Amy will be stepping away from Holy Trinity.  He 
is retiring a little bit early due to health concerns, which he speaks to more in the “Pastor’s Pen”  
article in this newsletter. 
 
So, what does this mean for Holy Trinity’s future?  The good news is that our future is in God’s 
hands, and he will provide, just as he always has!  The Church Council is currently in conversation 
with Pastor Steve King, our Mission District Dean, who will help Holy Trinity secure an interim  
pastor who can hopefully begin in July.  We also hope the interim pastor can serve until the time we 
are ready to call our next pastor.  There is a “rule of thumb” in the church that the interim period 
should last about one month for every year the last pastor served.  It’s not an official rule, but rather 
general guidance to help the next pastor.  Pastor Brack will have been with us for almost 17 years, so 
our interim period probably needs to be fairly long.  Separate from the interim process, Holy Trinity 
will be forming a pastoral Call Committee.  Watch for more information to come about that in the 
near future. 
 
Pastor Brack and Amy will continue to live in Gastonia, as Amy will continue to work with the  
Gaston County Schools.  In the words of Pastor Brack and Amy, “Although we need to pull away 
from activities at Holy Trinity, we still get to keep our friends.”  They look forward to seeing you 
around town as they are out and about doing the things that retired people do. 

Pentecost is the festival of the Church when Christians celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is  
celebrated on the Sunday 50 days after Easter (the name comes from the Greek pentekoste, 
"fiftieth").  Some Christian denominations consider it the birthday of the Christian church and  
celebrate it as such.   
 
June 5, 2022 is Pentecost Sunday.  Holy Trinity will celebrate Pentecost Sunday with a Com-
bined Service beginning at 10:00 a.m., preceded by Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  Please join with  
other disciples of Holy Trinity to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit! 

COMBINED  WORSHIP  SERVICE  FOR  PENTECOST 
Sunday, June 5 - 10:00 a.m. 
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Dear Holy Trinity Family, 
 
As I write this message to you in mid-May, I’m realizing that this will be my last “Pastor’s Pen”  
article from me to you.  I must be honest with you as I tell you that I’m really sad about retiring from 
pastoral ministry at Holy Trinity.  “My” plan was to serve you here for many more years, but in my 
prayer time with God I received clear guidance that it is now time for me to retire.  As I mentioned in 
my letter to the whole congregation, I’m retiring for health reasons.  Actually, mental health reasons.   
For the past couple years my memory has been weakening, and I don’t want that to get in the way of 
leading and doing ministry at Holy Trinity.  Holy Trinity needs a strong leader - strong in faith, 
strong in pastoral skills, and strong in leadership.  My faith is continuing to grow, but I’m concerned 
that my leadership may have declined as my memory has weakened a little bit.  So for the good of 
Holy Trinity, I think it’s appropriate for me to step aside.  I also hope that as I step away from the 
duties, work, and stress of leading a congregation, that healing can take place for me.  I’m very hope-
ful that this can indeed happen. 
 
For now, we still have several weeks together.  –And I hope that this can be a great time of mutual 
ministry as we love and care for each other. 
 
Serving you in Christ’s grace, 
Pastor Brack 

NURSERY  ITEMS  AVAILABLE 
 
Due to the generosity of many Holy Trinity disciples over the years, the nursery has 
acquired a plethora of baby, toddler, and children’s items.  Thank you to everyone 
who has donated items.  We have so much more than we can use!    
 
In order to be good stewards of this bounty, we would like to make these items 
available to anyone who has need for them. Please stop by the nursery and check out 
the far right room (there is a sign on the door) and pick out and take any items that 
you, your family, friends, or a local organization/ministry can use.  At the end of 
June, all remaining items will be taken to Goodwill.    
 
Thank you, 
The Youth and Children’s Committee 
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RECOGNIZING  HIGH  SCHOOL  &  COLLEGE  GRADUATES  2022 

Holy Trinity is happy to celebrate the following High School graduates this year: 
 

Corrie Cloninger 
Corrie graduated on Friday, May 27 from Gaston Christian School. She has attended Gaston    
Christian since the 3rd grade. After graduation, Corrie will attend Gardner Webb University in the 
fall, where she has been accepted into the Hunt School of Nursing. She plans to become a nurse 
practitioner in pediatrics or family medicine. Corrie received several scholarships to help pursue her    
career: the Trustee's Award from Gardner Webb, Waggoner, and Auxiliary from Caromont, and 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. Corrie is the daughter of Jason and Rebecca Cloninger  
and big sister to Josie. 
 

Oluseun Orija 
Olu will graduate on Saturday, June 4 from Ashbrook High School. Olu had an active career at  
Ashbrook running cross country for 3 years, joining the wrestling team for one season and          
continuing his love for the arts through performances with the theatre classes. One of his favorite 
memories will forever be his sophomore year production of HAIRSPRAY. After high school, Olu 
hopes to explore computers or perhaps EMT training. One thing he will definitely do is travel! He 
plans to return to the city of Chicago for the third time and get his passport to travel abroad.  Olu is 
the son of Fey Lonon and the grandson of Oyebode and Wanda Orija. 
 
 

We are also happy to celebrate the following College graduates this year: 
 

Shaina Emily Hinds 
Shaina was in a dual degree program and graduated with honors on May 13 from Gaston College. 
She received a plaque for having the highest GPA in her class - 3.9 in Early Childhood Education. 
She also had a pinning ceremony and received the Mira Nelson Award for going above and beyond. 
She is currently at UNCC and is continuing her studies in Early Childhood Education, with the goal 
of becoming a Child Life Specialist. Shaina is the daughter of Lee and Katrina Hinds. 

 
Braden Lee Oakes 

Braden graduated on May 7 from North Carolina State University.  He has completed degrees as 
follows: BS in Chemical Engineering, BS in Paper Science and Engineering, and a Minor in Ger-
man Language. Braden will be moving to Portland, Maine in July to start work for an industrial data 
analytics company. Braden is the son of Robbie and Carla Oakes.  

Congratulations to all of our graduates as they begin the next chapter of their lives! Please keep 
them in your prayers to make Christ-focused decisions on their paths, and for God’s blessings  

to surround them in all that they do! 
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SONSHINERS  JUNE  GET-TOGETHER 
Wednesday, June 15 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
We will tour the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden on Wednesday, June 15.  We will meet at the  
Garden at 11:00 a.m. for a guided tour.  Senior rate is $12.95. Garden Members (free). AAA  
members $1 discount.  
 

Afterwards, we will head to Amberjack Seafood for lunch.    
 

Please RSVP to me at jzander5@att.net or text 704.678.1633 if you will be attending. Thank 
you. 
 

Judy Zander 
SONshiners Chair 

WELCOME  CENTER  NEWS 
 

Beginning in April, the Welcome Center brought back light refreshments during the 
Connection Time prior to and after Sunday School.  The Welcome Team is calling on 
any disciple who has the gift of baking who would be interested in providing a baked 
good during Connection Time.  If you would like for the congregation to enjoy your 
favorite recipe, let a member of the Welcome Team know. 
 
And if you would like to assist on Sunday mornings as a greeter or usher, we are always looking for 
volunteers.  All you need is a willingness to serve and a friendly smile.  If you are interested, see me 
on Sunday and we will add you to the rotation. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Donna Allen 
Welcome Committee Chair  

THE  WOMEN’S  MINISTRY  WOULD  LIKE  TO  INVITE   
You,  Your Family, And Your Friends   
To  Tony’s  Ice  Cream  In Gastonia 

 

• Tuesday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

• Bring a lawn chair (we will be in their upper parking lot across the tracks) 

•    Bring sunscreen, games for your kids, acoustic guitars for entertaining…and your  
      wallet for the best ice cream made in Gaston County. Tony’s also has food options  
      like hot dogs, hamburgers and other sandwiches. 

mailto:jzander5@att.net
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YOUTH  SERVICE  PROJECT  
Announcement coming June 5! 

 
Our youth-led service project will kick off on Sunday, June 5. One of our youth will share a brief 
presentation during the announcement time at the combined service. Our youth decided to partner 
with Gastonia Street Ministries, an organization dedicated to serving our unhoused brothers and 
sisters in Gastonia. Stay tuned for more information on how you can get involved!  

CRISIS  PREGNANCY  CENTER  BABY  BOTTLES  DUE  BACK  
Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day 

 
  If you took a baby bottle on Mother’s Day, please remember to bring it back - filled 
  with money - on Father’s Day, June 19. Last year, we raised over $800 for Crisis  
  Pregnancy, and I have no doubt we will exceed that number this year!  
 
  If you weren’t able to get a bottle, you can always bring a check or another container  
  of change. 

 
DON’T  “WAFFLE”  AROUND!   

JOIN  US  AT  THE  HOLY  TRINITY  BLOOD  DRIVE 
Monday, June 27 ~ 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
     When you hear the word “waffle” what do you think of - a wonderful  
     breakfast food?  I love waffles, but I’m thinking of it differently, because  
     I’m thinking of the upcoming Blood Drive. 
 
     Do you “waffle” when asked to give blood?  We’re hoping not, and that  
     you will decide to give blood at our June Blood Drive on Monday, June 27  
     from 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 
     Charlotte and John Sautner 
     Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinators 
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NEW  MINISTRY  AT  HOLY  TRINITY  
“Mr. Nicky’s Friends” 

 
We are happy to share the details below with our church family about our new  
“Mr. Nicky’s Friends” ministry!  
 
The mission of this ministry is: “To give love to the children in Gaston County, and to glorify God 
and share His grace, in memory of Mr. Nicky Hutto.” 
 
The ministry has been funded by donations from Holy Trinity disciples over the past months, and 
approved by our congregational Council during their most recent meeting! 
 
The initial ‘kick off’ sewing party, held on Saturday May 7, had 21 people in attendance. Attendees 
were primarily disciples of Holy Trinity, with a few friends and family members as well. A HUGE 
thanks to all who attended this event! 
 
We will be holding our next ‘stuffing event’ on Saturday, June 4 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 
Holy Trinity, and all are welcome to join us! You do not need any sewing skills to help assemble 
the bears – they will be ready for assembly.  
 
Mr. Nicky’s Friends ministry will bless local children through three separate agencies located in 
Gaston County: 

⁕  Least of These Carolinas foster child organization  
⁕  Belmont, NC Police Department 
⁕  Cathy M. Cloninger Domestic Violence Shelter  
 

These agencies interact with a high volume of children living in challenging situations, and have 
communicated with us a strong interest/need in receiving stuffed animals.  
 
We warmly invite all disciples of Holy Trinity to join us and are thankful for your support! If you 
feel led to sew or stuff animals, or to purchase an animal from a store, or to contribute financially to 
this designated account, please contact the church office. The actions of this ministry reflect the love 
of our church toward others, especially local children. A stuffed bear to hug can make a world of 
difference to a child, and communicate the love of Christ even without a word being said! 

 
Special thanks to Marsha McLamb  

for creating our ministry logo,  
 (photo at the top) -  

to glorify God, share the love of 
Christ, and also to remember our  

Mr. Nicky! 
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Dear friends, 
 
 We’re wrapping up another school year, and it doesn’t seem real! This past season flew  
past. While the school year may be over, our ministries continue! Over the summer, we will focus  
on building fellowship with one another, as well as welcoming new middle schoolers into our  
ministry! Our summer schedule is posted below: 
 

Holy Trinity Youth Ministries: Summer Schedule 
 

June:  
 
5:   Progressive dinner from 5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
29:   Rising 7th-9th grade day trip to Deep Creek swimming hole and tubing 

 Time: 9:00 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (if earlier dropoff/later pickup needed, just let  
 me know) 

 We will take the EASY tubing section after swimming at the swimming hole  
 Please send $10 to cover tube rental and lunch out 

 
July: 
 

11 - 12:  Overnight camping trip for rising 9th-12th graders. We will camp at Cove Creek, 
 which is right next to its own sliding rock. We camped here a few years ago and 
 even our non-campers LOVED it. I will send a separate email with information 
 about this trip. 

 
17 - 23:  Confirmation Camp at Laurel Ridge. (More information to come.) 

 
 
August:  
 

6:   Middle school Move-up night for rising 6th-8th graders. Dinner at the church  
 followed by laser tag offsite. 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  

 
Pool party:  Date and location TBA. 

 
 
Please reach out to me if you are interested in chaperoning any of our trips! 
 
Cody Carpenter  
Interim Ministry Assistant 
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HOLY  TRINITY  TO  HOST  SOLID  ROCK  DAY  CAMP 
Week of July 17 

 
Dear families - 
 
Solid Rock Day Camp is coming to Gaston County the week of July 17! Holy Trinity will serve as 
the host site this year. This is a tremendous opportunity for our kids (and their friends!) in rising 
Kindergarten through rising 5th grade to have a summer camp experience in a Christian environment. 
Here are some fast facts: 
  

• Day Camp is offered by the Day Camp Team of the Carolinas Mission Region of the NALC, a 
group of pastors and youth directors (myself included) who love camp and want to offer camp to 
NALC congregations throughout the North American Lutheran Church.  
 

• Camp counselors and an area director, along with adults from our church, will lead the experi-
ence. One of our own, Grace Young, is on staff again this summer! Our counselors are college-aged, 
well trained, enthusiastic for Jesus, and love working with children. 
 

• The camp day begins at 9:00 a.m. and concludes at 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day.   
 

• Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. there will be dinner and a closing program for parents and 
friends.  
 

• On Friday the week concludes at noon.   

 

• Extended care will be provided for those who need it starting at 7:00 a.m. and ending at  
6:00 p.m. 
   

• Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative crafts, engaging Bible study, fun out-
ings, and all sorts of games. 
 

•     The cost will be $100 per camper. Scholarships are available for those who need it. We will not 
let cost be an issue!! 
 
Please check your emails for a registration link! And if you have any questions, let me know! Please 
be sure to sign your children/grandchildren up for this exciting camp experience!  
 
Cody Carpenter 
Interim Ministry Assistant 
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WOMEN’S  RETREAT  RECAP 
 
We were finally able to have our annual retreat and it was worth the wait! We had a Wonder Full 
time traveling the globe and being reminded that God loves us and will never leave us. Part of the 
retreat included a service project of making baby blankets. We made over 19 blankets that will be 
given to Crisis Pregnancy Center. Thank you to everyone that attended and thank you for your pray-
ers while we were at the event. It was a great weekend filled with crowns, food, laughs and love!  
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JUNE  CIRCLE  MEETINGS 
 

This is a time of fellowship, snacks, a program lead by a Circle member and service projects that are 
for Holy Trinity Disciplines and people in the community. These groups are always open to  
new members.  Please join us! 
 
Circle of Patience: Sunday, June 5   3:00 p.m.   Room 25 
   Program:   Holly Hawkins 
   Hostesses: Jo Carole Carson, Anne Cloninger, Nancy Sparks      
    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, June 9  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   LaRae Campbell 
   Hostess:   Sarah Waldrop 
   Card Ministry:  Janet Green 

 
 
 
 

CAN  YOU  HELP  WITH  THE  RECEPTION  FOR  PASTOR  BRACK? 
 

If you would like to help with the reception for Pastor Brack,  
please contact Pepie Jones at 704-718-7594. 

There will opportunities to help, both in the days prior and the day of.   
Many hands make light the work! 

IT’S  CHRISTMAS  IN  JULY! 
Women’s Ministry Card-crafting Event 

 

• Join us on July 16 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. when our own Holly Hawkins will guide us in 
creating beautiful Christ-centered and traditional Christmas card designs using card-craft. 

• Event is at Holy Trinity and please RSVP on the Holy Trinity Events page or with Holly 
Hawkins by July 10 

• Event is $20 per person, which covers the cost of a kit that contains everything needed to cre-
ate 5 Christmas cards. 

• No experience is required. 
•    Bring a friend and come escape the heat while having some fun fellowship and learning to make 
handmade cards. 
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MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 
We may not hear His voice spoken, as Moses and the disciples did.  He talks to  
us just the same. Listen for His voice when studying the Scriptures.  God puts a  
lifeline in our hands when we are in Scripture. 
 
As we look at society today, it is very apparent that men are looking for them as well.  As Christian 
men, we are constantly engaged in a war.  Whether we realize it or not, our life is a battlefield – and 
Satan is our enemy.  My question to you is: “Why are so many men coming up short in their battles 
with Satan?” 
 
What do you think of the statement:  “Most men have never been equipped with the skills necessary 
to fight and win”  these daily battles. 
 
Growing up, I was not equipped with the skills necessary to fight and win.  It was not until 5 or 6 
years ago that I started hearing, “You must be in the Bible EVERY DAY.” 
 
Jesus was a builder of men, men of great courage.  Eleven of the twelve apostles died as martyrs.  
These followers of Christ were real men.  They were men of backbone and strength of character, 
willing to die for something they believed in.  There was nothing wimpy about them. 
 
How do we build men like that today?  Jesus tells us in Matthew 28:18-20 “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And to behold, I am with you always to the end of the age.” 
 
Accountability is a good thing, and few men walk with God for a lifetime without it. 
 
In Matthew 22:37-38, Jesus tell us “to love the Lord with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.”  Loving God is the cornerstone of our whole Christian life. 
 
To develop a loving relationship with God, we must spend time with Him daily.  To develop a lov-
ing relationship with other men, we must spend time with them in study and fellowship. 
 
Are you in a small men’s group studying the Bible?  If you are, great, and my blessings go with you 
and the men in the group.  If you are not in a small study group, I would like to talk to you, and help 
you find some really good study materials, and form a group. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
July 15 is Holy Trinity Men’s Night at the Gastonia Honey Hunters ballgame.  Tickets are $8 and 
reservations and money should be made with me on or before July 10. 
 
Sept. 23 – 25 Men’s Retreat at Laurel Ridge Camp and Conference Center. 
 

Bruce Zander  
Men’s Ministry Chair 
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ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  NEWS 
 
 

Endowment Requests for 2021 Still Open 
 
As of June 1, 2022, there are a few Endowment Grants that remain open from 2021. If you have not 
yet requested disbursement for a 2021 application you made in 2020 , please do so. You should have 
been notified of the approaching cutoff and forfeiture date.  The deadline for requesting the grant 
funds is June 30.  Forms to request disbursement are located in the Church office or you may reach 
out to an endowment committee member. 
 
 
 

Endowment Highlight for June 
 

Young Life of Gaston County & Place of Refuge 
 
Holy Trinity is a generous church, and the Endowment fund is part of the reason for that generosity. 
Through Holy Trinity’s Endowment fund, many ministries can receive support. I would like to high-
light two local ministries that have benefited from this source over the last few years, and recently 
received a disbursement this year as well. 
 

Young Life of Gaston County works to build relationships with local high school students and 
share the truth of the Gospel with them. Especially youth that are not involved in church. 
They sponsor regular meetings and events which provide a fun, safe environment for youth, 
and an opportunity to share with them the good news of Jesus Christ.  

 
Place of Refuge is a Christ centered ministry that provides support and encouragement to those 

struggling with difficult circumstances. This ministry helps adolescent parents, those in-
volved in abusive relationships, and those struggling with disease. They also provide  
avenues for adoption. 

 
These funds are matched and increased by giving through the Community Foundation of Gaston 
County. 
 
I am thankful that Holy Trinity can provide support for these ministries through the Endowment 
Fund. Just one more way that our Lord provides, and that we can contribute to His Kingdom 
(Philippians 4:19)!  
 
With Gratitude, 
Stephen Lineberry 
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PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

“For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to  
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 
 
NALC Bishop Selbo remarked at our recent Mission District Convocation that the world seems to 
be uncertain.  I think he is spot on for all of us.  As the scripture in Jeremiah reminds us, God does 
have plans for us.  We need to be in prayer and listen to God’s plans for our lives. Most of us have 
never experienced such a time as the Pandemic has created in our daily lives and our family unit.   
  
As we say goodbye to Pastor Brack, we can be grateful for the seventeen years he has given to Holy 
Trinity and that God placed him with us to preach the gospel to us each week.  We have been 
blessed by his teachings and leading us into discipleship in our community.  He has stayed the 
course for us during the Pandemic and faithfully conducted a worship service to an almost empty 
sanctuary.  He is also celebrating his 25th year of Ordination.  Congratulations! 
 
The good news is that God is sending us Pastor Tom Corbell as our Intentional Interim Minister. 
Pastor Corbell lives in Charlotte and will be our visiting minister on June 12 while Pastor Brack is 
on vacation.  We’ll have more information about Pastor Corbell in the coming days. 
 
Carolyn Niemeyer 
Council President 2022 

CONGREGATIONAL  ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  VOTE  RESULTS 
 

On May 8, a congregational vote was conducted to elect Martin Brown and Grant Sparks to the En-
dowment Committee.  Both Martin and Grant were elected to fill a three-year term on the commit-
tee.   The current members of the committee are: 
 

 •  Diane George – serving through June 2023 and is eligible for another three-year term 

 •  Frank Garrison – serving through June 2023 and is eligible for another three-year term 

 •  Donna Allen – serving through June 2024 and is eligible for another three-year term 

 •  Martin Brown – serving through June 2025 and is eligible for another three-year term 

 •  Grant Sparks – serving through June 2025 and is ineligible for another term 

 •  Carolyn Niemeyer – ex officio member as Church Council President  
 
Thank you to those who are willing to serve. 
Donna Allen 
Endowment Committee Chair 
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  MAY 
 

From the May 18 Meeting 
At the May 18 meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken: 
 
•  Pastor Steve King met with the Council to explain the upcoming Interim and Call Process proce-
dures after Pastor Brack’s retirement. 
 

•  Reviewed and approved minutes from previous meetings. 
 

•  Received financial reports from Treasurer Lee Stadther. 
 

•  Discussed the need to request remaining 2021 Endowment Fund grants. 
 

•  Received the report from the Security Committee, and approved the continued hiring of the on-
site officer through June.          
 

•  Heard from the Children’s and Youth team that current plans for staffing the Nursery are to 
schedule one adult and one youth volunteer each week, rather than hiring a staff person at this time.  
Volunteers will need to have a background check completed, but it will be less “invasive” than the 
previous check recommended by the former Children’s Ministry Director. 
 

•  Received the reports from the Personnel Committee and Worship and Music Committee. 
 

•  Received copies of the “NALC Call Process Manual.” 
 

•  Approved the implementation of a Facilities Use Contract for all groups that use Holy Trinity  
facilities. 
 

•  Approved the outreach of the “Nicky’s Friends” Ministry to the following organizations: 
 ⁕  Least of These Carolinas 
 ⁕  Belmont Police Department 
 ⁕  Cathy Mabry Cloninger Domestic Violence Shelter     
 

•  Received Staff reports 
 

•  Met in closed session, with Pastor Brack excused, to discuss financial arrangements relative to 
Pastor Brack’s retirement. 

From the Called Meeting on May 26 
At the May 26 called meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken: 
 
1.  Approved a contract to hire an interim pastor beginning July 1. 
 

2.  Discussed having a policy for the prevention of abuse of children and youth.  Our insurance 
contract requires a written policy.  Forwarded a draft policy to the Youth and Children’s Commit-
tee for their input/review. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernac-
les. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in pro-
portion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 
 
We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the city, 
that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was encour-
aged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not expect us to 
give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 percent may 
be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and then give in  
proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessing God has  
bestowed on you? 

 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below, we show our April 2022 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry plan. 
Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their best 
to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2022 

  Month of        
April 2022 

YTD through  
April 2022 

 

         Gifts Received: $49,304 $182,313 

         Budget for Ministries: $46,443 $197,382 

         Difference: $2,861 ($15,069) 

      

         Previous Year (2021) Comparison: $45,116 $176,513 

         Difference between 2022 and 2021: $4,188 $5,800 
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HOMEBOUND  SAINT  BIRTHDAY 
 

Please join us in celebrating our Homebound Saint, Ann Riggs!  
 

Ann will be turning 88 this year on July 22 and  
has been a member of Holy Trinity for 58 years!  

 

If you would like to send a birthday card to Ann, her mailing address is:  
1351 Robinwood Road, Apt. B-154, Gastonia, NC 28054.  

Thank you for helping us to celebrate this special lady in our church family! 

On behalf of Great Lakes Outreach (GLO), I would like to thank you for your donation to our minis-
try.  May God use your gift to further His Kingdom.  May God bless your congregation. 
 
     Annette Binney, Chair of the US Board, GLO 

Bob and Marie Ferguson will celebrate their 49th Wedding Anniversary on June 23.   
A big congratulations to both of them! 

 
Dr. Joseph Benjamin Jones, son of Rick and Pepie Jones has accepted a position at  

Catawba College in Salisbury as an assistant professor and Director of Instrumental Music.   
Ben begins work at Catawba College on June 1. 
Congratulations to Ben and his proud parents!  

 
Jacob Mercer, grandson of Dennis Mercer, is graduating from Foxboro High School in  

Foxboro, MA on June 5. 
Congratulations to Jacob and his proud grandfather! 



•   The Family of Marian Clemmer, at the death of her sister Jean Sosebee on 5/20 

•   The Family of Janet Green, at the death of her brother DeWitt Carriker on 5/16 

•   Cissy Belton, prayers for her health 

•   Pat Huffstetler, for continued healing 

•   David Fogle, for healing of back pain 

•   Billie Barnes and family: for her son Chads’ health, and as her sister nears death 

•   Dale Christman, praise as his right knee slowly heals 

•   Pinkney Froneberger, recovering in rehab following hospitalization 

•   Wanda Christman, continuing health concerns 

•   For all affected by Covid-19, including Martha Williard and Kristi Carpenter 

•   Homebound:  Shirley Anderson, Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Dell Guffey, Paul Kaiser, Larry  
     McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work 

•   Nelson Steel, upcoming surgery.  Prayers requested by Dick Dubler. 

•   Wes Wilkinson, son-in-law of Bob and Marilyn Kosak, following a heart attack on 5/13 

•   Peggi Parlier, having orthopedic surgery and lengthy rehab due to a fall. Prayers requested by 
     Carla McMahan. 

•   Paulette Brice, recovering at home following hospitalization for chemo overdose 

•   Artie McGlohon, as he enters a trial for treatment of recurring bladder cancer. Prayers requested 
     by Carla McMahan. 

•   For our nation, and for the families of the children and teachers who were killed in Uvalde, 
     Texas 

•   For our country to value the sanctity of ALL life 

•   For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in Holy  
     Trinity Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

•   The People of Ukraine, especially Spiritual Orphans Network 

•   The Ethiopian Evangelical Church, as the nation is experiencing unrest 

•   Students, Teachers, School Employees and Families during this school year 

•   For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram 

•   Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

•   Voice of the Martyrs Ministry, for God’s continued blessing 

•   Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health; and husband Kenneth who is recov- 
     ering at home with multiple issues. 

•   Family and friends actively serving in the military:  Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, Mason Fox,  
     Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors, Ryan Wallace 

•   For safety and peace of healthcare workers:  Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds,  
     Cindy Isenhour, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 
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  Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in June/July and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
June & July.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Brooke Barnes, Fred Cloninger 
3 Jimmy Holloway 
4 Layne Rickle 
5 Bill Eaker 
6 Cindy Isenhour 
7 Charlie Black, Bob Kosak 
8 Josh Young 
9 Evie Heffner, Chevis King, Samantha 
 Thomas 
10 Dennis Christmas, Anna Houser, 
 Marty Ramey 
11 Cissy Belton, Cameron Doster 
14 Jordan Bryant, Kailey Hinds 
15 Rachel Toelkes 
16 Judy Zander 
17 Charlie Niemeyer 
18 Will Niemeyer 
19 Cody Carpenter, Melodie Garrison 
21 Gwen Nenninger 
22 Derriel Link 
24 Trenton Abernathy 
25 Joelee Stroupe 
26 Erin Busler, Brittani Wells 
29 Linda Anderson, Charlene Linsenmayer 
30 Debbie Gardner 

1 Jaine Burleson 
2 Ellie Holloway 
4 Tess Gibbons 
5 Leisa Brown, Dick Dubler, 
 Jared Godwin 
9 Claire Lemke, Ana Mathews 
11 Kerri Luksa, Christopher Sisk 
12 Don Huffstetler, Liam Cate 
13 Philip Wyatt 
14 Samantha Kirby 
15 Tia Abernathy, Judy Weatherford 
18 Barbara Kies 
19 Brian Buchanan 
20 Gene Keller 
21 Mike Brunnemer 
22 Ann Riggs 
23 Noah Brown 
24 Karen Beam 
29 Glenn Rupp 
30 Kristi Carpenter, Carolyn Niemeyer 
 John Waldrop 
31 Pat Huffstetler 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Interim Ministry Assistant   Cody Carpenter  cody@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 


