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HOLY  WEEK  AND  EASTER  WORSHIP 
            Praising God is the Central Meaning of Our Faith   

 
Why is the week before Easter called “Holy Week?”  Isn’t every day in the Lord “holy?”  Yes, it is!   
But, we especially thank God as we draw near to the ultimate event of salvation as Jesus suffered for 
our sins and took away our guilt in the eyes of God.  Throughout the history of the Church, believers 
have recognized the tremendous gift God has given us at Easter, and have set aside additional time 
to worship God and prepare for Easter worship during the week prior, which has been traditionally 
called “Holy Week.”     
 
At Holy Trinity, we have two special worship services planned during the week: 

 
•  Maundy Thursday, to observe and celebrate Jesus’ last supper with his disciples prior to 
his crucifixion.  This worship service will be at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, and will  
include Holy Communion, and then “Stripping of the Altar” at the end of the service —
signifying the flight of the disciples away from Jesus as he was arrested. 

 
 •  Good Friday, to observe Jesus’ crucifixion with a special service ending in darkness  

and quiet.  This worship service will be at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.     
Also on Good Friday, there will be a Community “Procession of the Cross” beginning  
at 10:30 a.m. at First Methodist.  See page 2 for more information. 

 
Then on Easter morning, we will have three worship services.  All three will be great celebrations of 
God’s love and salvation for us all.  The service times are: 
   
 6:30 a.m.    Sunrise Service beginning outdoors at the cross on the Garrison Blvd.  
   side of the building, and everyone will process into the Sanctuary and sing 
   to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.    
 
 9:00 a.m.  Contemporary Service in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary.   
 
Jesus dying on the cross to suffer the consequences for our own sins, and being raised to life again 
by God the Father to indicate that he brings life after death to all whose sins are forgiven, is the cen-
tral focus of Holy Week and Easter.  It’s the meaning of our faith!  Please join us, and bring friends 
and family to experience it and grow in faith with us. 

2022 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Holy Trinity, 
 
Easter is my favorite day of the year!  Of course, there are many great days throughout the whole 
year that are surely worth celebrating.  But the more I grow in faith, the more I truly value and love 
what God has done for me, and for us all, through his saving work by Jesus.  I love reading the Gos-
pels, and re-creating in my mind all of Jesus’ miracles of love, and hearing his parables of the King-
dom of God.  But even more that all that, Jesus saved all the people of the world in the things we 
remember and celebrate during Holy Week and Easter.  And, it all culminates at Easter when we  
celebrate that God has the final, last word as he raised Jesus from the dead and proclaimed eternal 
salvation to all who trust this. 
 
I certainly do trust and believe all this, and it brings me great joy to celebrate it at Easter with you.   
I look forward to doing it again this year with all of you!  After all, Jesus did this to save us all for 
eternity, and the more people we tell and include, the more joy there will be eternally in heaven! 
 
Sharing Christ’s love and grace with you, 
Pastor Brack 

COMMUNITY  GOOD  FRIDAY  EVENT 
Procession of the Cross 

 
On Friday, April 15  (Good Friday) at 10:30 a.m., the Community Procession of the Cross will take 
place, beginning on the front steps of First Methodist Church.  The procession will travel to eight 
stations around downtown Gastonia, remembering Jesus’ journey to Golgotha where he was cruci-
fied.  The procession will end back at First Methodist Church where a lunch will be served in the 
Family Life Center.  (The suggested offering for lunch is $7.) 
 
The processional route will be: 

1.  First Methodist Church - front steps 
2.  162 East building (on First Methodist property)    
3.  City Center Park 
4.  Rotary Pavilion 
5.  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
6.  Oakwood Cemetery 
7.  St. Stephen’s AME Zion Church 
8.  First Methodist Memory Garden 

 
It is good to do all that we can to remember and observe Jesus’ death on the cross which brings us 
eternal life with God.  The event in the morning can greatly help with that.  Then, at 7:30 p.m. at  
Holy Trinity, we will have a time to quietly focus on the same thing with our own Good Friday  
Service of Darkness in the sanctuary. 
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SECURITY  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
 
Holy Trinity Family, 
 
During the month of February, our church experienced multiple incidents that exposed how unpre-
pared we are to deal with a security threat or emergency.  At that time, council met and decided to 
have an off-duty officer placed in the parking lot during worship, for the month of March.  The  
officer was to serve as a temporary deterrent while a group of Holy Trinity disciples could be formed 
to tackle the broader topic of “safety.”  Since that time, we have formed a Safety Committee, made 
up of diverse minds and ideas, and I am confident that we will begin making progress over the com-
ing weeks.   
 
This past week, council voted to extend the on-site officer for the month of April.  The safety com-
mittee intends to use the month of April to leverage the training and facility assessments offered by 
the Sheriff’s Department in order to better ensure the safety of our congregation and staff.  The  
direction given to the officer, for April, is to be on-site and be stationed primarily on the exterior of 
the building.  In cases where the officer cannot remain outside, due to not having a marked car, he 
will position himself in a way to not be an overbearing presence for people as they enter the church.     
 
Like many challenges of the last few years, this topic can be one of great divisiveness if we let it.  
For those that weren’t personally impacted by the incidents of February, the response from council 
may seem like an overreaction.  For those that came face to face with one of the incidents, the reality 
of our lack of readiness for an emergency became very real.  I pray that God steers each of us away 
from divisive talk and behavior and instead pulls us closer together and focuses us on how best to 
serve all His people.  Should you feel called to serve on this committee, please reach out and we will 
gladly accept the support.  
  
Sincerely, 
John Peoples 
Safety Committee 

 
EASTER  LILIES 

 
The Easter lily signifies rebirth and a new beginning. Our worship areas will  
be decorated with these beautiful lilies on Easter Sunday! You are invited to  
give to the fund to purchase a lily in honor or in memory of a loved one.  
You are welcome to take your lily home with you after the 9:00 and 11:00 Easter 
services. 
 
The cost is $17.00 each. 
 
The deadline for orders is Wednesday, April 6.  There is an order form on  
page 17. 
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SPRING  YARDWORK  DAY 
Saturday, April 9 at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Holy Trinity Family – Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 9 begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m! We will be having our Spring Yardwork Day and getting our 
church grounds looking good for Easter! If you have any questions, please contact 
Trenton Abernathy (trentonabernathy123@gmail.com). We hope you can all 
join us – many hands make light work! 

NEXT  LADIES  BIBLE  STUDY 
 

What Love Is by Kelly Minter 
 

  The Letters of 1, 2 & 3 John were written to encourage followers of Jesus to re- 
  main faithful to the truth. Believers are challenged to look at contrasting themes  
  such as walking in the light instead of darkness, truth versus lies and deception,  
  loving God more than loving the world, and the meaning of true fellowship and  
  community rather than shallowness. 
 
This 7-session study not only reveals the heart of John but also the heart of Jesus. A great addition to 
The Living Room Series, this study includes recipes and a more relational approach. 
 
This study will begin Wednesday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m.  It will be an “in-person” study held at the 
church.  Please contact Anna Houser (704-813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com) if you are  
interested in participating. Books are available through Amazon Prime.   

SONSHINERS  NEWS 
Join us on Tuesday, April 12 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Our next gathering is on Tuesday, April 12 at 11:00 a.m. at Holy Trinity. Plans will be made for 
our fall meetings. We will be brown bagging with water and dessert furnished. Please come with 
ideas on programs and projects for the SONShiners. Please RSVP to me at jzander5@att.net or text 
704.678.1633 if you will be attending. Thank you. 
 
We had planned to tour the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden in April, however, we received infor-
mation that they won’t be scheduling tours until after a renovation project is completed by Mother’s 
Day. After that, the Garden will be open Wednesday through Sunday until Memorial Day. We are 
looking at dates for our May meeting. 
 
Judy Zander 
SONshiners Chair 
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Dear Friends, 
 
“Lord, give us love for each other!” is often sung by our Orthodox brothers and sisters during com-
munion. It is interspersed with sung words of Jesus’ “New Commandment” which we will hear on 
Holy Thursday: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” (St. John 13:34-35, ESV.)  
 
For Christians, brought into the life of the Holy Trinity by our baptism into Christ Jesus, love is not 
optional. Because our Lord loved us and gave Himself up for us, we are to do the same for our 
neighbors. Here at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, we are always looking for ways to love and serve 
our neighbors. One such way that we’ve been able to serve many people is through our Pastor’s Pan-
try and Little Free Library. When our neighbors come needing help, we invite them in for coffee or a 
drink of water. We sit with them, listen to them, pray with them, and see what we can do to help 
meet their needs. Often, they have needs that go beyond our pantry. So, we refer them to the Gaston 
Resource Connection Gateway for counseling or other services. But then we meet their immediate 
needs as best we can. To that end, I would like to create a community closet in the former Fami-
ly Promise storage room. I envision the closet containing such items as: 
 

Diapers 
Baby formula/bottles/food 
Clothing (although this would be limited since many other ministries do this) 
Feminine products 
Hygiene items 
Blankets 

 
To do this, we will need to clean out the room. I would like to have a clean-up day on Saturday, 
April 23 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided. Please reach out to me if you can 
serve, or if you would like more information on the vision for that space.  
 
As we continue walking toward the Cross of Good Friday, I invite you to join me in praying “Lord, 
give us love for each other.” Our love speaks volumes, and is a powerful witness to the faith that has 
been given to us.  
 
Cody Carpenter 
Interim Ministry Assistant 

LOCAL  OUTREACH  NEWS 
Can You Help on Saturday, April 23? 
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APRIL  IS  CAM  MONTH  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
 
Holy Trinity Disciples, 
  
April is our Crisis Assistance Ministries supply month focused mostly on collecting food for distri-
bution at their facility in Gastonia. Holy Trinity has always delivered generously to this collection 
effort.  Most of you are probably aware of their service, but for those who are not, this is their  
Mission Statement: 

 

  Crisis Assistance Ministry is a cooperative ministry of the greater Gastonia faith community. 
 By providing direct emergency assistance through collaboration with other community  
 resources, CAM assists those facing financial crisis or struggling with the burden of poverty. 
 Established in 1976, CAM provides emergency assistance with food, necessary utilities, and 
 rent/mortgage to low-income households in the greater Gastonia community. CAM serves 
 about one-half of Gaston County, including those residing inside Gastonia city limits and   
 rural areas surrounding the city limits. At this time, CAM does not provide assistance to  
 residents in other cities/towns in Gaston County. 
  
Holy Trinity will be collecting pre-packaged, “shelf stable” food  and hygiene products that we will 
deliver to their facility to be distributed in the community throughout the month of April. They will 
certainly, happily accept any donations, but we are including a list of some “much needed items” 
that they have requested. 
  
 “Our current needs are peanut butter and jelly, pancake mix and syrup, and  
 other breakfast items, like individual packets of oatmeal and grits.” 
  
Thank you all in advance for you generous spirit and continued blessings to you all! 
Bill & Charlotte Eaker 
Holy Trinity CAM Coordinators 

FEBRUARY  BLOOD  DRIVE  UPDATE 
 
Our ally, the Jolly Green Giant, said that "Giving blood makes a GIANT differ-
ence."  Well, the 48 pints of blood we provided to the American Red Cross made a 
difference in many lives. But our blood drives do more than provide blood for the 
Red Cross.  We have made new friends, renewed old friendships, and provided an-
other way for Holy Trinity to reach out into our community and beyond.   
Thanks to all who gave and to all who supported the blood drive in other ways.  

 
Charlotte & John Sautner,  
Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinators 
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MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

Our April meeting will be on Saturday, April 9.  We will meet at 9:00 a.m. at the church to help the 
Property Committee with sprucing up the church yard in preparation for Easter Sunday. 
 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars Now for the Annual Men’s Retreat 
September 22-23 

 
Our annual Men’s Retreat is scheduled for September 22-23.  It will be at Laurel Ridge Camp and 
Conference Center.  Watch for more information later this summer. 
 
Bruce Zander 
Men’s Ministry Chair 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 
 Thank you so very much for all that you do for me. All the cards, calls, visits, flowers and 
prayers are so appreciated more than you know. The love all of you show keeps me going. God has 
blessed me with a loving church family. Thank you again and God bless all of you. I love you miss 
all of you so very much. 
 Happiness comes from special people like you! 
       Love, Iris Work 

Bob Frye will be inducted to the Gaston County Sports Hall of Fame on May 2.  Bob graduated 
from Ashley High School in 1945 where he was a three sport standout (football, baseball and  
basketball).  He also played three seasons of American Legion baseball with Gastonia Post 23.   
Congratulations Bob! 
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April Circle Meetings 
 

This is a time of fellowship, snacks, a program lead by a Circle member and service projects that 
are for Holy Trinity Disciplines and people in the community. These groups are always open to  
new members.  Please join us! 
 
Circle of Patience: Sunday, April 3  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 
   Program:   Holly Hawkins 
   Hostesses: Holly Hawkins, Elizabeth & Harriet Lethermon      
    
Circle of Goodness: Thursday, April 14  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   Sarah Waldrop 
   Hostess:   Janet Green 
   Card Ministry:  Carla McMahan 

Girls Night Out – Italian Style 
Tuesday, April 19 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Reginella Pizzeria & Ristorante 
1808 S. York Road, Gastonia, NC 28052 (approx. 5 minutes from 
the church) 
 
Join us for the first restaurant night since 2020 and support a restau-
rant in the neighborhood! The owner and kitchen staff of Reginella 
migrated from Naples, Italy and have brought authentic Italian  
cuisine and desserts to Gaston County. Subs, wings, philly chees-
esteaks and fresh dough pizza are also available. Please RSVP on 
the Holy Trinity Events page or by contacting Dana Rice. 
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HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  RETREAT  2022 
Blowing Rock Conference Center                                                                    

Friday, May 13 – Sunday, May 15 
  

Just a reminder that all money is due by Sunday, April 24. 
  

If you haven’t paid your deposit, it is due now. The remaining balance is due by Sunday, April 24. 
Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Women (or HTLCW).  Note on memo 
line:  Women's Retreat.  Please give your registration and check to Holly Hawkins or Heather 
Peoples. PLEASE DO NOT PUT IN THE OFFERING PLATE!!!  Some financial assistance is 
available, contact Heather Peoples - 704-868-6115 or heather.peoples@gmail.com. More  
information about the retreat will be coming soon! 

Fill Your Cup Retreat Update 
 

Thank you to everyone that attended the Fill 
Your Cup event. What a great day of laughs,  

a few tears, coffee, tea and treats!  
Thank you to anyone that donated feminine 
products and cosmetic bags for this event.  
And special thanks to Sarah Waldrop and  

Marsha McLamb who made  
~35 homemade cosmetic bags.  

While York Chester didn’t have a need at this 
time for these products, Hunter Huss had a 

huge need and were very appreciative of the 
donation. We were also able to donate items  

to the Holy Trinity pantry. 
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News and Upcoming Events 

Church Easter Egg Hunt 

Holy Trinity will have a Church Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 9.  

 
For more information or to RSVP contact  

Sumner Rhodes. 

Chosen Generation Children’s Church: 
Every Sunday 

Children’s Church will no longer be called Wee 
Worship, it has a new name.  It will be called 

Chosen Generation Children’s Church.  
 

Why this name? Because, just like 1 Peter 2:9 
says, our children are a “chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood…” 
 

It will be held every Sunday after the Kid’s Message. For more 
information contact Sumner Rhodes. 
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Youth Schedule for April: 
 

April 3:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:15p.m. 
April 10:  Palm Sunday – SNL 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Note schedule change.) 
April 15:  Good Friday – Youth Stations of the Cross at 6:00 p.m. (Service at 7:30 p.m.) 
April 17:  Easter – No youth activities. 
April 24:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. (Note schedule change.) 

 We will go offsite for dinner. Please send $10 for the meal.  
April 29-30: Carolinas Mission Region lock-in from 8:00 p.m. - 8:00 a.m.  

 HTLC youth can arrive at 6:00 p.m. for dinner (BBQ by yours truly) and fellowship. 
 

 
Youth Activities for the Great and Holy Week 

 
As we continue our Lenten journey together, we’re walking ever closer to the Great and Holy Week, 
the week leading up to Easter. While I encourage everyone to attend all our services during that  
week, I want to draw your attention to two specific events:  
 

On Palm Sunday, we will have a time of intentional prayer and meditation during our worship 
time. We will have a labyrinth walk, and finish with candlelit worship. SNL will end at  
7:30 p.m. that evening. 

On Good Friday, we will walk the Stations of the Cross. This is for youth and families.  
Stations of the Cross is a devotional practice that follows, symbolically, the route Jesus 
walked to His crucifixion. We will end around 7:00 p.m., giving us enough time to attend  
the 7:30 p.m. Good Friday service. 
 

Please make every effort to attend all services during this week, as we commemorate our Lord’s  
victory over sin, death, and the devil. 
 

 
Carolinas Mission Region Lock-in 

 
We have volunteered to host the CMR Youth Lock-in on Friday, April 29 from 8:00 p.m. - 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday morning. This will be a great evening of fun and fellowship, and it’s always a joy to be able 
to host youth from all around the Carolinas. This event is open to all middle and high schoolers and 
their friends! Each church is sending their youth director, and at least one chaperone per 5 students,  
so we will have plenty of adult supervision! Each youth is asked to bring one snack or drink to share.  
 
The event begins at 8:00 p.m., but all Holy Trinity youth and friends are invited to come at 6:00 p.m. 
for dinner and additional fellowship time. The meal will be barbecue, potato salad, baked beans, and 
dessert.  
 
Reach out to me for more information! It’s going to be a fun night for all!  
Cody Carpenter 
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ENDOWMENT  HIGHLIGHT 
Matthew 25:40 Ministries 

 
This month’s Endowment Grant highlight is on Matthew 25:40 Ministries.  
 
Matthew 25:40 was created in 2014 as a nonprofit 501(c)(3) with an emphasis on education, job  
creation and providing aid to children.  Holy Trinity has supported the mission for several years. 
 
  

What is the Matthew 25:40 charity and why does Holy Trinity continue to support them? 
 
Matthew 25:40 is a charity that supports the Guatemala children that live in poverty. Their mission is 
to empower and free children from poverty that they live in daily, by helping to provide them with 
an education, meals, and a loving environment where they can learn about our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and what it means to live in relationship with Him.  
 
Matthew 25:40 has been supported for several years by Holy Trinity and few of the congregation 
visited and worked with their mission team for a couple days while on a mission trip to Guatemala. 
This charity goes along with our church’s Christian mission:  Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ. 
Our hope is Holy Trinity continues to support them in the future. 
 
Regards, 
Chuck Biddle 
 
The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did for me.’  Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 
 
 
To read more about this life changing work please visit www.matthew2540.net  
 
In His Service, 
The Endowment Committee 

On the next page are two short bio-sketches of students at La Promesa School,  
which our contributions help. 
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Name:      Juan Alberto Lacón Ajqui  
Age:      13 years  
Grade:   5th grade 
Favorite Color: Red 
Favorite Food:  Pizza  
Favorite Sport: Soccer  
Best Friend:  Jeremy   
Favorite Subject: Math 
History:   I am the oldest of 4 children. We are living with my grandmother right now  
because my mom is living with another person since they separated 3 years ago.  It has been very 
difficult for me and my siblings since my mom chooses to live with this man before us. Even 
though she visits, it isn’t easy, especially for my younger brother that is struggling with seizures. 
My twin sisters miss her too. My dad stays with us sometimes, but we feel lonely. Still, we give 
thanks to God for La Promesa because they help us a lot with food and taking care of us. We feel 
so happy there and my twin sisters love it.  
Prayer request:  For our hearts and lives to be safe.  
  

 
 
Name:      Maria Carmelina Cortez Estrada  
Age:   16 years 
Grade:   8th grade  
Favorite color:  Pink   
Favorite food:   Pizza  
Favorite sport:  Bicycle  
Best friend:  Jazmín  
Favorite subject: Idioma Español (Spanish) 
History:   I am the oldest of 3 kids. My mom sells tortillas to provide for us because my dad 
doesn’t live with us. Sometimes he comes to visit, every two months or so. It has been very diffi-
cult for my mom.  
Prayer request: For God to bless my mom’s business. 



14 

 

COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
HOPE 

 
Hope - Webster’s definition states, “to cherish a desire with anticipation: to want something  
to happen or be true.”  
 
Christians have the Hope of Heaven.  We contemplate this glorious destination.  
 
Hope springs eternal, and this spring we can witness a renewal of God’s promise to us.  The adversi-
ty of two long years of the Covid Pandemic has strengthened our need to come back together to 
share our Hope.  We need to open our doors and call out to young and old to come join the “New 
Hope” that Holy Trinity has not been defeated by this pandemic but are renewed in our faith in God 
and his promise of Hope to us all.   
 
In Hebrews 10:19-25 God is asking us to preserve in Faith and to spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds and not to give up meeting together but encourage one another.   
 
I join Pastor Brack, our Ministry team, and staff in inviting you to come join us in worship at any of 
the services offered at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.   
 
Carolyn Niemeyer 
Council President  

CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the March 21 Regular Meeting 

 
At the March 21 meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken: 
 
•  Received a letter and in-person comments from Tia Abernathy regarding several areas of  
concern to her including:  Church security issues, diversity within the congregation, quality of local  
outreach, and others. 
•  Received the Treasurer’s report of receipts. 
•  Heard and discussed the report from the ad-hoc Security Committee;  made decision to continue 
having the on-site police officer through April.  The officer will be asked to stay in the parking lot, 
rather than in the building.    
•  Received the status of the Nursery Supervisor search from the Personnel Committee. 
•  Received an update that the recording function of the church security cameras has been repaired. 
•  Declined a request from a organization doing Commercial Driver License (CDL) training, asking 
if they could use our parking lot on the northwest corner of Garrison and Chester for tractor trailer 
drivers to practice parking.  After hearing from a local attorney about zoning and liabilities, the 
Council declined the request.  
•  Approved Benevolence distributions for the first quarter of 2022. 
•  Received reports from the Personnel Committee and Endowment Committee. 
•  Gave requested feedback to Pastor Brack regarding the 2022 Council/Leadership retreat held in 
February. 
•  Received staff reports, and noted dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the L  your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernac-
les. No one should appear before the L  empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in  
proportion to the way the L  your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 
 
We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the 
city, that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was 
encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not  
expect us to give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 
percent may be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and 
then give in proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessing 
God has bestowed on you? 

 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our February 2022 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2022 

  Month of        
February 2022 

YTD through  
February 2022 

 
         Gifts Received: $39,249 $88,100 

         Budget for Ministries: $46,443 $104,496 

         Difference: ($7,194) ($16,396) 

      

         Previous Year (2021) Comparison: $47,269 $84,860 

         Difference between 2022 and 2021: ($8,020) $3,240 
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Number of lilies:  ____________ 
 
Total amount attached:  $____________ 
 
Given in memory of:  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Given in honor of:  

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Given by:   

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Easter  Lily  ~  Order  Form 
 

Easter Sunday is April 17!  

The Easter lily signifies rebirth and a new begin-
ning. Our worship areas will be decorated with 
these beautiful lilies on Easter Sunday! You are 
invited to give to the fund to purchase a lily in 
honor or in memory of a loved one.  
 
The cost is $17.00 each. 

The deadline for orders is Wednesday, April 6 
 
Please attach your payment (made payable to Holy Trinity) to this 
form, and place it in the offering plate or mail to the church office 
attention Teddi Daniels. You are welcome to take your lily home 
with you after the 9:00 & 11:00 worship services on Easter Sunday! 



 David Fogle, for healing of back pain 
 Dillon Stadther and Morgan Caudill, for blessings upon their marriage on March 26 
 Billie Barnes and family, for her health, her sons’ health, and as her sister nears death 
 Linda Albright, recovering after major surgery 
 Linda Renick, recovering after fall 
 Dale Christman, receiving options from doctors for torn meniscus in his right knee 
 Ashley and Chevis King, for healing of health issues for both of them 
 Jerry Campbell, continuing to recover from heart issues; also death of his brother on 3/9 
 Margaret Miller, recovering after neck surgery on 3/4   
 Paul Kaiser, recovering at home now following surgery 
 Pinkney Froneberger, recovering in rehab following hospitalization 
 Wanda Christman, continuing health concerns 
 For all affected by Covid-19 
 Homebound:  Shirley Anderson, Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Dell Guffey, Paul Kaiser, Larry 

McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work 
 Nelson Steele, friend of Dick Dubler, diagnosed with cancer 
 Dasha Ashour, wife of a neighbor (Ash Ashour) of Dale Christman, currently in Russia 
 Brandon Overby, nephew of Charles and Carolyn Niemeyer, in intensive care with  

serious health issues 
 David Goff, friend of Rick and Pepie Jones, for peace and comfort as he continues to  

battle stomach cancer 
 Scott Murray, undergoing chemotherapy for cancer.  Prayers requested by Dale Christman.  
 For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of ALL life 
 For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT 

Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 
 The People of Ukraine, esp. our missions partner Spiritual Orphans Network as well as 

friends of Morayo Orija 
 The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ethiopia, as the nation is experiencing unrest 
 Students, Teachers, School Employees and Families during the 2021-2022 school year 
 For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  
 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 
 Voice of the Martyrs Ministry, for God’s continued blessing  
 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 
 Family and friends actively serving in the military:  Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, Mason Fox, 

Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Marcus Rhodes, Luke Saylors 
 For safety and peace of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, 

Cindy Isenhour, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 



19  

 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
April & May.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1  Beth Heffner  
4  Kristie Gornto, Chris Murphy  
5  Martha Williard  
6  Amy Godwin  
9  Cierra Fox  
12  Garrett Oakes  
13  Carson Johnson  
15  Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton  
16  Donna Allen, Paulette Brice  
17  Les Miller, Bruce Zander  
18  Robbie Oakes  
20  Betty Blalock, Bernard Brice  
21  Debbie Keller, Ashley King,  
 Bridget Niemeyer  
24  Reggie Parlier  
25  Margaret Abernethy  
27  Hilda Teumer  
28  Johnathan Hawkins  
29  Marian Clemmer  
30  Dale Christman 

 

 

 

3 Kathryn Peoples 
4 Robin Clanton 
8 Karen Leonard 
9 Sydney Allen, Kasey Barnes 
10 Susan Barber 
12 Taylor Johnson 
13 Danny Hawkins 
15 Ethan Luksa 
16 Sarah Waldrop 
18 Angel Buchanan  
21 Marsha McLamb 
23 Amanda Godwin, Clay Mathews, 
 John Niemeyer, Payton Scot 
29 Marie Ferguson, Katie Peak 
31 Pepie Jones 
 
 

 

HOMEBOUND  SAINT  BIRTHDAY 
 

We want to start giving special recognition to the birthdays of our homebound disciples.   
Hilda Teumer’s birthday will be April 27.  Please help Hilda celebrate her  

special day by sending a card to the address below: 

 

1117 Edgewood Circle 
Gastonia, NC  28052 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Interim Ministry Assistant   Cody Carpenter  cody@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Children’s Ministry Director  Sumner Rhodes  sumner@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 


