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LENT  BEGINS  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 2 
Ash Wednesday Worship  

 
Lent, the 40-day season of helping us prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate  
Christ’s resurrection at Easter, begins Wednesday, March 2.  The first day of Lent is  
called “Ash Wednesday,”  which is a day of repentance where we acknowledge our great need for 
God’s forgiveness of all our sins.  Following ancient tradition, we are marked with ashes, symboliz-
ing that death is the due consequence for sins.  We then hear the words: “Remember you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”  But for all of us who trust in Jesus, he has taken away the conse-
quence for our sins, and promises us life beyond our earthly existence.  So to help us apply that to 
our lives, at our Ash Wednesday services this year we will be marked with ashes on our foreheads, 
AND we will receive Holy Communion as the sign and reality that we are forgiven.  Our schedule 
for Ash Wednesday will be: 
 

 12:00 Noon - Ash Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion    
 7:00 p.m. - Ash Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion 
 
We are offering two worship times to allow as many people as possible to begin the season of Lent 
with us in this special time of repentance and forgiveness.  Please join us! 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY  LENTEN  LUNCH  RETURNS  FOR  2022 
Service at 12:00 Noon - Lunch at 12:30 

 
We are going to resume our Community Lenten Lunch Wednesday Worship gatherings!   
But there will be a slight schedule twist:  We will worship at 12:00 noon each week, and  
then lunch will be at 12:30 p.m.  The lunch will be different in that there will be a “take-out”  
option available for those who are still not ready to eat in a large group.  The Lent Lunch Worship 
dates/locations/preachers will be: 
 
   Location   Preacher 
March 9  First Presbyterian  John Simpson (St. Marks’ Episcopal) 
March 16  First ARP   Pastor Brack 
March 23  First Baptist   Dan Commerford (First Presbyterian) 
March 30  Holy Trinity Lutheran  Jeremiah Caughran (Grace Anglican) 
April 6   First ARP   Brian Wood (First ARP) 
 
In addition, on April 15, Good Friday, at 12:00 noon, there will be a service of “Procession of the 
Cross” at First Methodist. 
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Hello Holy Trinity Family, 
 
As you know, I just returned from the annual NALC Pastors Conference which was held in Orlando, 
Florida.  I love going to events like this!  Not just to get to travel to a nice place, but because it’s a 
good time to reconnect with other pastors who don’t get to see each other very often.  And, we usu-
ally hear interesting presentations too.   
 
This year’s theme was about “Apologetics” which is a big word that means telling and defending our 
faith in Jesus as we talk with other people.  This aligns so well with our Holy Trinity emphasis on 
“Life to Life Discipleship.”   This part of the conference brought me great joy because it tangibly 
showed me that our NALC denomination really is about “sharing faith” with other people.  It feels 
good to know that Holy Trinity is already aligned with the greater mission of the NALC!   
 
You can expect to hear more from me about this in the coming weeks and months.  I’m prayerfully 
asking God to guide us deeper into his will of sharing Christ with the world.  And this conference 
was a great impetus to get that going.  – Now I just need to get myself going, and invite you along 
too! 
 
Growing in Christ’s grace with you, 
Pastor Brack 

SONSHINERS  NEXT GET-TOGETHER - TUESDAY,  MARCH 15 
 
At the February meeting, we watched the movie, “The Lost Valentine” starring Betty White and 
really enjoyed it! 
 
To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in March, Corned Beef & Cabbage with all the trimmings will be 
served for lunch.   
 
Date:  Tuesday, March 15 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 
Cost:   Due to rising grocery prices, the cost will be announced closer to the date.   
 
Please let me know by Friday, March 11 if you plan on attending.    
 
Judy Zander, SONshiners Chair 
Phone: 704-678-1633 for text  Email:  jzander5@att.net 
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HOLY  TRINITY  MEN’S  MINISTRY 

 

Lace up your hiking shoes & get ready for a fun morning on the trail! 
 

On Saturday, March 19, Pastor Brack will lead a hike at Crowder’s Mountain.  We will meet at the 
church at 9:00a.m. and carpool to Crowder’s Mountain State Park for the hike.  After we get our ex-
ercise for the day, we will have lunch at a restaurant to be determined. 
 
Looking ahead to April, we will assist the Property Committee in the annual spring ground clean up 
day.  That date is scheduled for Saturday, April 9. 
  
Look forward to seeing everyone on March 19 for a fun morning. 
 
Bruce Zander 
Men’s Ministry Chair 

COMPANY  IS  COMING! 
Can you help us clean on Thursday, March 24? 

Company is coming!  Therefore, all available men and women are invited to join us on  
Thursday, March 24 to clean the PLC kitchen to prepare for the Community Lenten  
service and luncheon which we are hosting on Wednesday, March 30.  We will begin at 9:00 a.m., 
but you are welcome to join us whenever your schedule allows.  We need LOTS of helping 
hands.  Supplies will be provided.  Call or text Carla McMahan (704-616-2849) if you have ques-
tions or need additional information.  

SPRING  YARDWORK  DAY 
Saturday, April 9 
 

Holy Trinity Family – Please mark your calendars for Saturday, April 9 begin-

ning at 8:30 a.m! We will be having our Spring Yardwork Day and getting our 
church grounds looking good for Easter! If you have any questions, please con-
tact Trenton Abernathy (trentonabernathy123@gmail.com). We hope you can 
all join us – many hands make light work! 

 
 Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 13! 

 Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward an hour before  
 you go to bed on Saturday, March 12.   

mailto:trentonabernathy123@gmail.com
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LIFE-TO-LIFE  DISCIPLESHIP 
Doing it Jesus’ Way 

 
Following Jesus (which is what “discipleship” is) necessarily involves other people.  After all, Jesus 
calls us to love others, serve others, and spread the gospel to others.  So our focus at Holy Trinity is 
what we call “Life-to-Life Discipleship.” 
 
You have probably noticed that we have a room in the PLC called the “Life to Life Lounge.”  And, 
it has comfortable chairs arranged in small seating groups of four.  The whole point is to make a 
convenient space for people to gather in groups of two, three, or four to talk together.  – But to talk 
specifically about life and faith.   
 
In the coming year, we will be re-emphasizing and encouraging everyone to be involved in a 
“microgroup” of three or four people.  In these microgroups, you would invite other Holy Trinity 
disciples to come together to: 
 •  Talk together 
 •  Share life experience/struggles/joys with each other 
 •  Do a Bible study together which is structured to have you TALK faith and life with  

    each other. 
 
And after you have done one or two studies together in your microgroup, you should then have the 
confidence and ability to go out and start a new microgroup - this time including people from out-
side Holy Trinity.  This is a great, non-threatening way of spreading the Gospel to those who do not 
yet believe and trust in Jesus.      
 
And in case you are wondering about what materials you should use for your microgroup, here are 
two recommendations which were written just for microgroups to use: 
 
 1)  Begin with a 13-session study called “Growing in Christ.”  It’s vitally important to 
 begin with Jesus! 
  
 2)  Then after that, you could do another 13-session study called “Living Faith” which is 
 based on Luther’s Small Catechism.  (But just because this one was written by Pastor Brack 

 doesn’t mean you HAVE to do it.   ) 
 
Life-to-Life Discipleship will be a growing part of the culture of Holy Trinity.  Please join in, and 
grow together with us!  
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LOCAL  OUTREACH  COMMITTEE  NEWS 
 
The Local Outreach Committee is looking for people to help get events, ministries and programs go-
ing in 2022. Please consider giving your time and talents to this committee. Please reach out to a 
Church Council member and let them know that you are interested. 
 
Also please keep our local outreach in your prayers. 
 
Most merciful Father, we thank You for Your just nature. You will not forget the work that we do 
and the love that we have shown You as we have helped Your people and continued to help them 
through our local outreach ministries. We pray that we do not do it to gain a reward here on earth, 
but we pray that we do church outreach because we want to share Your kingdom with those we meet. 
We  declare that You will remain at the center of our hearts, Amen. 
 
David Fogle 
Council Representative 
Local Outreach 

SERVICE  PROJECT  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH  
Household Items for Off the Streets Program 

 
Off the Streets is a ministry dedicated to helping women and girls step out of sex 
work, recover emotionally, spiritually, and physically from drug and alcohol addic-
tion, and equip and train them with necessary life skills to transition back into  
society. They have requested our assistance in collecting household items to help 
their clients with their basic needs. These items include: 

 

• Dish soap, sponges, etc… 

• Laundry detergent, fabric softener, etc… (preferably sensitive skin-friendly) 

• Paper products: 
ᵒ Paper towels 
ᵒ Toilet tissue 
ᵒ Paper plates/cups/etc… 

• Household cleaning products: 
ᵒ Lysol 
ᵒ Air freshener 
ᵒ Pine Sol and other cleaners 

• Freezer bags, sandwich bags, etc… 
 
Starting March 1, there will be a collection bin in the Welcome Center. We will collect items 
throughout the month, and deliver them to Off the Streets. Please consider blessing our neighbors in 
need! Feel free to reach out to Cody Carpenter with any questions or concerns. 
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HOLY  TRINITY  BENEVOLENCE  ACTUAL  FOR  2021 

   
2021 Actual 

Payments  
NALC Denominational Support  

 North American Lutheran Church – financial support for annual operations 11,000 
 Carolinas Mission District of the NALC – financial support for annual op-

2,000 
Education/Seminary/Camping      

 NALC Theological Education Designated Fund 2,000 
 Department of Lutheran Studies at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 2,000 
 Laurel Ridge Camp (Laurel Springs, NC) 1,000 

Distant Ministries  

 Gospel Missionaries  
  Africa Inland Mission 1,500 

  NALC Great Commission Society  2,000 
  India Transformed 1,000 
 Hunger Relief  

  Lutheran World Relief 2,000 
  Rise Against Hunger 3,300 
  Water Mission 500 
 Disaster Relief  

  Samaritans Purse 2,000 
  NALC Disaster Relief 2,000 
 Other  

  Matthew 25:40 – Ministry to the poor in Guatemala 1,500 
  Military Biblestick (Faith Comes By Hearing) 850 
  The Voice of the Martyrs 500 
  Lutherans For Life 1,000 
  Casa Bernabe - Guatemala 1,000 
  Ethiopian Lutheran Church's Seminary 2,548 
  Tunnel to Towers 404 

Local Ministries  

 Gospel Missionaries  
  Joy Mission Church (Lexington, SC) 1,000 

  Immanuel (Sumter, SC) 1,000 
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THE  PROPERTY  TEAM  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
Getting Things Going Again… 

 

As you probably realize, the Covid pandemic shut down many of our ministries in the 
past couple years.  Most of our committees haven’t been active in a long time.  But as 
the pandemic is fading, it’s time to get things going again!  At the annual Leadership 
Retreat at the end of February, one of the things our leaders focused on was getting our 
committees and ministry teams back in gear. 
 
The Property ministry area has taken a double hit during the pandemic, as Ellie Holloway, our for-
mer Facilities Administrator, retired after 23+ faithful years on staff.  And as of today, we don’t have 
a replacement for her.  But, we are thinking that if a handful of motivated and talented people step 
forward to help with various aspects of caring for our property, we can get things back on track.   
Currently, Trenton Abernathy has been assigned as the new chair of the Property Committee.  Tren-
ton was appointed to the Council last month, and he showed an interest in the property area.  In the 
coming weeks, Trenton will be working to organize a Property Committee.  So, if you are interested 
in serving in any way in this ministry, please let Trenton know!  Or if you just have questions about 
what’s involved in the property ministries of Holy Trinity, give him a call.   There are lots of ways to 
share in Christ’s mission; maybe this is how you are gifted to serve? 

 Hunger Relief  
   Backpack Weekend Food Program – designated for Lingerfeldt 

4,000 
  Holiday Meals -  Indigent famlies 500 
 Housing/Homelessness  

  Family Promise of Gaston County – assistance for homeless fami-
1,500 

  Salvation Army Shelter 1,500 
  Camp Centurion, Gastonia - supportive housing for veterans 1,000 
 Crisis Ministries  

  Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM) of Gastonia 2,500 
  Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gastonia 1,500 
  The Cathy Mabry Cloninger Center-A domestic violence center 1,500 
   Gaston Literacy Council 1,000 
  On Eagles Wings (Concord, NC) 1,000 
    

TOTAL 58,102 
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March Circle Meetings 
 

This is a time of fellowship, snacks, a program lead by a Circle member and service projects that 
are for Holy Trinity Disciplines and people in the community. These groups are always open to  
new members.  Please join us! 
 
Circle of Patience: Sunday, March 6  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 
   Program:   Harriett Lethermon 
   Hostesses: JoCarole Carson, Anne Cloninger, Nancy Sparks      
    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, March 10 10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   Marilyn Kosak 
   Hostess:   LaRae Campbell 
   Card Ministry:  Sarah Waldrop 

HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  RETREAT  2022 
Friday, May 13 – Sunday, May 15 

  
Treat yourself to a 2 night get-a-way to the Blowing Rock Conference Center to deep-
en your faith, develop new friendships, and have lots of fun!!!  The Conference Center 
is a smoke free facility. It is surrounded by beautiful woods and meadows.  All rooms 
are double occupancy, with 2 double beds and a full private bathroom.  All linens and towels are pro-
vided!  Home-style meals (included in the prices below) are served in a dining room with a stone 
fireplace and a view of Grandfather Mountain.  Wireless Internet is available.  The average tempera-
ture in Blowing Rock for this time of year is 60’s high / 40’s low. 
  
You will enjoy some free time on Saturday afternoon!  Shop, hike, stroll, craft, read, nap, chat, etc.  
Also, some ladies arrive early on Friday (first order of business begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner) or 
stay late on Sunday for additional fun (check out time is 11:00 a.m.).  Tanger Outlet Mall and down-
town Blowing Rock are both just 7 minutes from the center. Downtown Boone is approximately an 
18 minute drive. 
 
A deposit of $100.00 is due by March 27; remaining $100.00, or $160.00 for single occupancy, is 
due April 24.  Registration forms are available in the online or in the Welcome Center. 

Women's Fill Your Cup Retreat Has Been Rescheduled  
for Saturday, March 12 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  

   

If you signed up for the January 29 event, we will sign you up for the new date. If you didn't sign up 
and would like to attend the event on March 12, please register online on the Holy Trinity events 
page or let someone on the Women's Team know. Hope to see you there!  
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HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  2022  RETREAT  REGISTRATION 
Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, N.C.                                                                           

Friday, May 13 – Sunday, May 15 
  

Please attach your check to this registration form.  Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
Women (or HTLCW).  Note on memo line:  Women's Retreat.  Please give your registration and check to 
Holly Hawkins or Heather Peoples.  *** PLEASE DO NOT PUT IN THE OFFERING PLATE!!!  Some 
financial assistance is available, contact Heather Peoples - 704-868-6115 or heather.peoples@gmail.com.  
  
$100.00 deposit is due by Sunday, March 27 and the remainder of $100.00, or $160.00 for single occupancy, 
is due by Sunday, April 24. 
  
Please Print: 
  
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Home Phone: ______________________ Cell Phone: _____________________________Can we text? Y / N 
  
E-Mail:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Roommate request: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 (If you don’t have a roommate request, a person will be assigned to you.) 
  
Do you need a handicapped accessible room? __________________ a first level room __________________ 
     
To help with room assignments, are you “early to bed” or “night owl?”_______________________________ 
  
Are you planning to drive your car? ___________________________________________________________ 
  
If so, are you willing to take others? _______________________ How many? _________________________ 
  
The Church van is available, are you interested? _________________________________________________ 
  
Are you diabetic? __________________ Other Needs? ___________________________________________ 
  
Do you have any allergies we should know about?  Yes _________________________ No_______________ 
  
Do you have any medical conditions we should know about? 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Do you have any dietary restrictions we should know about? 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Other Comments:  
 
 
 
***You can turn in your registration form, along with your payment, in the Welcome Center on Sundays, 
March 20 & 27.  Women’s Board members will be available. 

mailto:heather.peoples@gmail.com
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ENDOWMENT  GRANT  HIGHLIGHT 
 
This month’s highlight is on Operation Warm Endowment Grant for 2022.  What and an  
exciting and humbling opportunity for Holy Trinity to love others in such a beautiful way.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Operation Warm Endowment Grant for 2022 

 
As a physical therapist for Gaston County Schools, I have been in every one of our elementary, 
middle, and high schools over the past 16 years, and have seen firsthand what wealth and poverty 
look like and how that plays out in our schools.  Holy Trinity has been supporting Lingerfeldt  
Elementary through the Backpack Weekend Food Program for many years to provide eligible  
students with food to take home on Fridays so that they won’t go hungry over the weekend.   
Nutrition is important for learning.  So is warmth.   
 
In the coming months, you will be seeing more information about another way that Holy Trinity 
can support the students at Lingerfeldt Elementary.  We will be partnering with an organization 
called Operation Warm.  Operation Warm provides brand new coats and athletic shoes to children 
– but it is so much more than that!  In their own words, “the coats don’t just provide physical 
warmth, but also emotional warmth, the confidence to socialize and succeed, and hope of a brighter 
future.”  And the high-quality, athletic-style shoes inspire confidence and outdoor play.   
 
Thanks to our incredible Endowment Fund, we have received a grant to kick-start the fund-
ing we will need to provide, in the fall of 2022, a new coat to every child at Lingerfeldt, and a 
new pair of shoes to all Kindergarten through 3rd graders there.  
 
In addition to dollars, we will also be recruiting volunteers as we will need many hands, minds, and 
bodies to make this happen.  I hope you will prayerfully consider becoming a part of this ministry 
to our neighbors in need, all in the name of Christ.  Please contact me if you have any questions 
and be on the lookout for how to get involved. 
 
Amy East 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
February was another great month! After some initial scheduling hiccups in January, we were able to 
get our volunteer rotation in play for Sunday school and SNL. I am still working on revamping our 
prayer partner ministry; I have most everyone assigned at this point, but am working through a few 
nuances to ensure that every youth has at least two prayer partners. Look for more information soon. 
Another highlight was our lock-in. We had a blast! Even though bowling didn’t work out as planned, 
we had a fun night of fellowship nonetheless! 
 
Looking ahead, we will have a mini-Lenten retreat for high schoolers on Saturday, March 19 from 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. We will be partnering with Miller’s Lutheran Church in Hickory, NC and will 
be using their lakefront property in Catawba County. We will begin in prayer, and continue with a 
teaching session, breakout groups, and ample time for fun and fellowship. The focus of the retreat is 
twofold: A time to disconnect from daily life and join in prayer with fellow Christians during the 
season of Lent, as well as a time to learn about articulating and defending our Christian faith. The 
theme of the retreat is the same theme as our recent Pastor’s Conference: Always Be Ready. In an 
increasingly hostile culture, we will discuss ways to faithfully—and lovingly—live out our Christian 
lives, with a focus on being ready to give a reason for our faith and hope. More information has been 
sent to youth families, but feel free to reach out to me if you have questions.  
 
In other news, I am planning an Easter retreat for middle schoolers. Stay tuned for more!  

 
Youth Schedule for March: 

 
March 6:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
March 13:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
March 19:  Lenten mini-retreat for HS youth from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 More information in this month’s Herald article. 
March 20:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
March 27:  SNL/Confirmation 5:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
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News and Upcoming Events 

Parents and Families Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 15 is our parents and families meeting.   
We want your feedback concerning things you would like to 

see in the Children’s Ministries!  
RSVP with Sumner Rhodes. 

Children’s Ministries Family Painting Party 
 

On Saturday, March 26 at 11:00AM  join the Children's Ministries 
for our Family Painting Party. HTLC Families and Church Family 

are invited to participate. It will be a time of fun and fellowship! 
 RSVP with Sumner Rhodes by Wednesday, March 23. 

Children’s Sunday SchoolTeacher 
Amy East 

What/Who influenced you to be a Sunday school teacher/helper?   
Being a parent myself is probably what influenced me the most.  I see these 
young minds and know how many influences there are out there that will pull 
them away from knowing God and his love for them, that they are made in his 
image, and that each one of them is gifted. 

What would you say to a parent or child about the importance of Sunday School?   
Having raised 3 children, I see how many adults outside of our family that they knew and interacted 
with impacted their faith journey.  Sunday school is a great place for children to build relationships 
with other adults in the church.  It helps them experience being part of this faith community that 
knows them and cares about them. 

What are some activities you do in your class to make learning fun?   
I think learning should be active and multi-sensory.  I don’t want to be a talk-
ing head, so when I teach, we always do something besides talking and listen-
ing – either a game, re-enactment, craft.  I realize that we all have different 
learning styles, so I try to have variety. 
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The Blessings and Rewards of  
Working with Children in Ministry 

 
Sumner Rhodes, Director of Children’s Ministries 

When I was 8 years old, my mother, my brother, and I joined a church, and we were considered 
new members. We had to take a class called “New Members Class.”  There were new members 
classes for young children, youth, and adults. I went to the child class; my brother went to teen 
class and my mother went to the adult class. I remember walking into that classroom and being the 
only child there. This was because I was the only child new member at the time, which meant I was 
the only one in the class. The classroom had old-timey, all in one wooden desks, and they were 
miniaturized for kids. I sat in one of the desks. There were two older saints there to teach me. I 
guess they were about 50 plus years old.  Their names were Mrs. Barbara and Mrs. Hall.  Both 
teamed up together to teach the class. Mrs. Barbara and Mrs. Hall, stood at the board, sometimes 
they walked around, very rarely did they sit down, and they taught about being a member of the 
church and living for Christ.  I am not sure if they really understand even to this day how much I 
enjoyed that class. I got saved when I was six years old, and I loved reading the Bible and hearing 
about the Lord, so I enjoyed the class. 
 
Every time I think about it, it means so much to me that they taught me the way they did. Just  
imagine if they had said that the class was not worth it because there was only one child there. Or 
suppose they said, “I don’t want to work with kids,” and just decided not to teach the class when 
someone asked them to. Or suppose they said, “this class doesn’t need two teachers, there’s only 
one child.”  Even still, suppose they had said, “I don’t know if this kid is listening or not, what’s 
the point?”  If they had said things like that, they would not have made the impact that they made 
on me. They would not have had the chance to really use their God-given abilities to teach me. 
They would not have had the chance to help me learn about God and grow spiritually. Most of all, 
they would have been all wrong. Thankfully, they did not say those things, but they took time to 
spend teaching one child in new members. That child would grow up to become an ordained minis-
ter in the Lord’s church. They could not have foreseen that they were teaching a future pastor but 
look how God works! Even still, the time they gave to teach me is helping others too, because God 
always takes what we give and multiplies it. You see, for all the people I reach for Christ it is like 
they are reaching them too. For all the kids they taught, just like they taught me, they can be  
immensely proud and have the joy of knowing they had some part in us growing in Christ and  
being successful today.  
 
My question is, how many of us are willing to give our time to teach children and be able to see 
that kind of Kingdom impact in the years to come?  Working with children in ministry is a blessing 
and seeing them grow in Christ is so rewarding. In Luke 6, when Jesus preaches the sermon on the 
plain, the Greek word that is used for blessed is markrios which can be translated, “Oh, how fortu-
nate!”  And “Oh, how fortunate” is the one who gets to give their time in ministry to children. It is 
discipleship at work! 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

 
Paul tells us:  
“God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength but with your  
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.” 
(1 Corinthians 10:13) 
 
How many times in my 79 years have I needed this passage?  I am confident that God speaks to us 
each day.  Do we listen to what he asks us to do in our daily lives?  Sometimes we are very tempted 
to challenge the words coming into our hearts because the message is different than what we want to 
do.  The test God gives us does come with an ability to endure. 
 
God’s calling in 1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should 
do so as one who speaks the very words of God.” 
 
I want to ask each of you to listen to God’s call in your heart and come join a committee or volun-
teer to do something for our congregation.  We at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church have been a family 
of believers and doers for many years.  Now that we have, hopefully, made it through this pandemic, 
let’s open the beautiful red doors to Holy Trinity, let the sunshine in, and get our family back to-
gether and to go about God’s business that each of us can do.  
 
Pray for our church, our Pastor, our staff, our Council,  and our congregation. 
 
Carolyn Niemeyer 
Council President 2022 

UPDATE  ON  FAMILY  PROMISE  MINISTRY 
 

It saddens me to say, but I have no solid updates on Family Promise. At this point, there is a signifi-
cant lack of funding, and it looks increasingly unlikely that this ministry will reboot, at least not in 
the same way it previously operated. As I learn more, I will share any relevant information.  
 
In the meantime, I would like us at Holy Trinity to redistribute our passion for service to our neigh-
bors. One such way I’d like to do this is by cleaning out the Family Promise closet—which has  
become a bit of a “dumping ground”—and repurposing that space, turning it into a local outreach  
closet. I envision keeping a supply of staple items on hand, such as diapers, baby formula, feminine 
products, blankets, hygiene items, and other necessities that our neighbors in need often have diffi-
culty accessing. Look for more information soon! 
 
In Christ,  
Cody Carpenter 
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the February 21st meeting 

 

At the regular Council meeting on February 21, the following actions were taken: 
 

• Received financial reports from the Treasurer. 
 

• Approved Carolyn Niemeyer (Holy Trinity Council President) as the lay delegate to the Caroli-
nas Mission Region Convocation on May 13-14. 

 

• Discussed safety and security issues in the buildings on Sunday mornings, and assigned John 
Peoples to do more investigation and to make recommendations. 

 

• Discussed the current Covid situation in the wider community, and made a decision to make a 
relaxation of our masking and distancing recommendations based on decreasing case counts and 
decreased severity of cases. 

 

• Noted that the formation of an ad-hoc team overseeing the creation of Continuing Resolutions 
for all our ministry teams will be led by Heather Peoples.  Carolyn Niemeyer will work with 
Heather to get the effort started. 

 

• Based on an additional contribution of about $4000 toward the 2021 budget Council approved 
the recommendation of the Benevolence Committee to make an additional gift of $403.50  to be 
made to the “Tunnels to Towers” Foundation, which helps first responders and veterans with 
housing costs.      

 

• Received reports for all program staff members. 
 

• Noted that the Community Lenten Lunch and Worship Services will resume this year, and Holy 
Trinity is hosting on March 30. 

 
  



16 

 

HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 
 
Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amaz-
ing grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving 
should be viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on our 
spiritual checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of  
being a cheerful giver.  
 
We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 
to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 
1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 
abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 
those blessings God has bestowed on you? 
 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our January 2022 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
  Gifts Received in January 2022:   $48,851  

  Monthly Budget for Ministries:   $58,053 (5 Sunday month) 

  Difference:     ($9,202) 

 

  Gifts Received in January 2021:  $37,592 

 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2022 
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Jacob Myers, Freshman at the University of South Carolina, received the President’s Honor Roll in 
Biology this past semester, with a 4.0 grade point average. His proud grandparents are Tess and 
Butch Gibbons. Congratulations to Jacob on his hard work! 

Dear Pastor East and Saints at Holy Trinity, 
  
The Lord be with you! 
  
I’m so grateful that God chose you for our sanctity-of-life community.  We received your recent 
generous gift, and though I hope you’ll forgive me for how our ministry undertakings have delayed 
me from corresponding (and I know you’ve received a formal acknowledgement letter already), I 
do want to thank you personally.  Having your support in our efforts and your company in our con-
fession gives me strength in the daily difficulties we encounter.  Above all, your presence beside us 
is a constant affirmation of why we’re here – because every human life, just like you, is a precious 
treasure to our Heavenly Father and a gift and privilege to all of us.  I only wish that God granted 
you to witness as I do daily the difference you’re making in people’s hearts and lives.  
  
Well done, good and faithful servant!  And God bless your Gospel-motivated voice For Life. 
  
In truth and love, Pastor Michael Salemink 
Executive Director of Mission and Ministry, Lutherans for Life 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for financially supporting the ministry of Filter of Hope! 
Because of you, we’ve been able to grow and expand despite the challenges of the ongoing Covid 
pandemic. 
  
In 2021, Filter of Hope began a new initiative aimed at providing clean water and the gospel to un-
reached people groups in the 10/40 Window. We're excited to share that we're now working in 
South Sudan, Pakistan, India, Thailand, and Nepal. Also, this past May, we were able to begin send-
ing mission teams on trips to Central America and the Caribbean again. Finally, during the summer, 
we passed the 100,000 mark in total Filter of Hope water filters distributed worldwide! Right now, 
in over 70 countries, those filters are each providing up to 250 gallons of clean drinking water every 
day. Incredible! 
  
In summary, on behalf of all the people whose lives you’ve helped change this year, we say a huge 
THANK YOU!  The Staff of Filter of Hope 



If you want your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List,  
please fill-out a Prayer Card at church, email or call the church office.   
Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 

•     Janet Green + Family, at the unexpected death of her brother, Bill  

       Carriker, on 2/21 

•     Maynard Bridges, following heart procedure on 2/24 

•     Margaret Miller, upcoming neck surgery on 3/4 at Atrium in Charlotte 

•     Paul Kaiser, recovering at the Brian Center following surgery 

•     Pinkney Froneberger, recovering in rehab following hospitalization 

•     Pat Huffstetler, recovering now at home following hip surgery due to a fall 

•     Wanda Christman, continuing health concerns 

•     For all affected by Covid-19 

•     Homebound:  Shirley Anderson, Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Dell Guffey, Paul Kaiser, Larry 

       McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work 

•     For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

•     For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in  

       Holy Trinity Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

•     For the people of Ukraine, especially our mission partner, the Spiritual Orphans Network 

•     Chris Floyd, extended family of Sumner Rhodes, for continued prayers after hospitalization 

•     Tonya Zander, daughter-in-law of Bruce and Judy Zander, suffering from shingles 

•     The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ethiopia, as the nation is experiencing unrest 

•     Students, Teachers, School Employees + Families during the 2021-2022 school year 

•     For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram 

•     Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

•     Voice of the Martyrs Ministry, for God’s continued blessing 

•     Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

•     Family and friends actively serving in the military:  Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, Mason Fox,  

       Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Marcus Rhodes, Luke Saylors 

•     For safety and peace of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds,  

       Cindy Isenhour, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley 
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  Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in March/April and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
March & April.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Teddi Daniels, Matthew Fox 
3           Jaimie Cline, Janie Norton 
4           LaVada Barnhill 
6           Tim Black, Martin Brown 
7           Alex Johnson 
8           David Fogle, Katrina Hinds 
10         Tim O'Donohue 
11         Kinslee Stroupe 
12         Erik Rickle 
13        Gabriella Rupp 
18         Bruce Blalock 
22         Kevin Novinc 
29         Butch Barnes, Anna Currie 
30         Billie Barnes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Beth Heffner  
4  Kristie Gornto, Chris Murphy  
5  Martha Williard  
6  Amy Godwin  
9  Cierra Fox  
12  Garrett Oakes  
13  Carson Johnson  
15  Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton  
16  Donna Allen, Paulette Brice  
17  Les Miller, Bruce Zander  
18  Robbie Oakes  
20  Betty Blalock, Bernard Brice  
21  Debbie Keller, Ashley King,  
 Bridget Niemeyer  
24  Reggie Parlier  
25  Margaret Abernethy  
27  Hilda Teumer  
28  Johnathan Hawkins  
29  Marian Clemmer  
30  Dale Christman 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Interim Ministry Assistant   Cody Carpenter  cody@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Children’s Ministry Director  Sumner Rhodes  sumner@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 


